Some thoughts on listening . . .

Reading—hours at a ime narrows the mind to the stuffy confines
of a room without windows; Livtenimg—in contrast, whether in or
out-of-doors, 15 freer, more alive; Listemng allows the eves to

roam freely about, no longer straining n a small, constncted held.
Listening allows for great space. And a polvphony of simultaneous,
complementary movements, Try it. Experiment. Take what vou're
reading and record 1t i vour own voice, or let a computer speak

it for you. Then go outside to some special, quuet place and histen,
Watch how easily vou can follow the flow of what 1s being smd
and still observe the Howers, the birds, the wind in the trees,

the movements of clouds and weather, Watch how that, if you go
on to write yourself, with time, more space will begin to enter

the rhythms of vour prose. And 1f vou write poetry or compose,
yvou may soon discover for vourself the most basic of all movements
in music—the back and forth of sound and silence. Listening:

It 15 perhaps the most beautiful and primary of all arts.
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